BBM6015 Professional In Practice  |  Task 3 Workshop Activity Sheet
	Assignment Task 3 workshop
CSR, Ethics & Sustainability
What does it mean for financial decision-making?
	
📝  Group + Individual  
⏱  Approx. 75 minutes



	
	What is this task about?
This task asks you to explore a critical tension at the heart of modern business: when a company prioritises profit, what happens to people and the planet? You will work with your group to investigate real-world cases where CSR, ethics and sustainability either shaped — or failed to shape — financial decision-making.
The evidence you generate today — your presentation as a group, your notes, your peer feedback — becomes the foundation for your individual reflective statement for task 3 in your portfolio.



	This task is aligned to: Learning Outcome  LO3
Critically reflect on the implications of corporate social responsibility, ethics and sustainability on financial decision-making.



📋  What goes in your portfolio for Task 3?

	Your Reflective Statement
	Your Group Artefacts
	Your References

	◆  700–800 words (±10%)
◆  Individual — your own writing
◆  Reflect on peer feedback
◆  Discuss CSR, ethics & sustainability in financial decisions
◆  Supported by academic literature
	◆  Group presentation slides
◆  Case study discussion notes (handwritten or typed)
◆  Evidence of peer feedback received
◆  Label everything clearly
◆  Photos of notes are fine
	◆  Harvard format throughout
◆  Cite academic journals
◆  Cite case study sources
◆  Contributes to your 15–20 source total across all tasks



	WORKSHOP ACTIVITY
what to do in class today



		STEP 1
Group Task
⏱ 20 min
	Case Study Research & Discussion
As a group, research and discuss ONE of the following case studies. Your tutor may assign one, or your group can choose:
1. Volkswagen Dieselgate (2015) — governance failure & environmental deception
1. Unilever Sustainable Living Plan — long-term CSR embedded in strategy
1. Boohoo Group (2020) — supply chain ethics & the Modern Slavery Act
1. Shell's transition strategy — climate commitments vs oil revenues

Your group must produce:
1. A short presentation (3–5 slides) on your chosen case
1. The presentation needs to consider: What financial decision was at stake, and what was the ethical tension for your case study? How can companies avoid such ethical dilemma through effective financial decision making (think in the context of the company that you have set up in week 1)?
1. Clear notes of your group's discussion (typed or handwritten)







		STEP  B
Whole Class
⏱ 25 min
	Group Presentations + Peer Feedback
Each group presents their case study (4–5 minutes). While one group presents, the other group must act as a peer. 
When your group presents, you will receive written or verbal feedback from peers. Record what you hear — you will need it for your reflective statement.






	PEER FEEDBACK RECORD (for guidance only)  — keep this as evidence for your portfolio

	Feedback I received on my group's presentation:





	My immediate reaction to this feedback:






	One thing a peer said that made me think differently:




	One thing I want to challenge or push back on:







		STEP  C
Individual
⏱ 20 min
	Begin your reflective statement — first drafts in class
You do not need to finish here — but writing a first draft in the workshop, while the experience is fresh, will make your final statement much stronger.
No AI tools. No collaborative writing. This is your individual voice.



	What the marker is looking for at a glance (30 marks)
Relevance: Does your work directly address LO3?   Knowledge: Do you demonstrate understanding of CSR, ethics and sustainability theories?
Analysis: Is your thinking critical, not just descriptive?   Reflection: Do you engage critically with peer feedback?
Research: Are claims supported by credible academic sources ?







📚  Key frameworks & sources for your reflective statement

	Carroll's Pyramid (1991)
	Stakeholder Theory — Freeman (1984)
	Utilitarianism & Kantian Ethics

	1. Is this an economic, legal, ethical or philanthropic responsibility?
1. What level of the pyramid is the firm failing at?
	1. Who are all the stakeholders affected?
1. Whose interests are being prioritised — and why?

	1. Utilitarian: does the action create the greatest good?
1. Kantian: is the action universally defensible?




	
	On sustainability and sustainable investment
Eccles, Ioannou & Serafeim (2014) found that high-sustainability firms significantly outperform low-sustainability firms on long-term stock market returns — providing empirical evidence for the business case for CSR.
Porter & Kramer (2011) coined 'Creating Shared Value' — arguing that firms should not see CSR as a cost, but as a source of competitive advantage.
Counter-argument: Friedman (1970) argued that voluntary CSR spending by managers is a misuse of shareholders' money. Is this still a credible position in the age of ESG?



	
	Remember: this is a portfolio submission — all three tasks i.e. task 1+2+ 3 from weeks 2-4 go in together by 24 April 2026, 12 noon via Turnitin.
If you need an extension or are struggling, speak to your tutor before the deadline — not after.
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